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CINÉFESTOZ 

575. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 
Before I ask my question, on behalf of the member for Joondalup, I acknowledge the student counsellors and 
principals—I understand there are two—from Beldon Primary School. 

I understand the minister visited my electorate last night for the opening of CinéfestOZ. Can the minister update 
the house on this festival and how the Liberal–National government is supporting the screen industry in 
Western Australia? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I was very pleased to visit the electorate of Vasse last evening for the 
opening of CinéfestOZ 2016 and for the first showing of the Western Australian–shot movie Jasper Jones. I was 
very keen to go to show my support and the government’s support for the further development of the screen 
industry in Western Australia, which has been going from strength to strength in recent years, in large part 
because of the additional support the government has been giving, including through the $16 million regional 
film investment fund from the royalties for regions program, which has taken effect from 1 July this year and in 
which there is a substantial degree of interest from within Western Australia and outside Western Australia and 
internationally as well. The purpose of that fund is to take advantage of the stunning regional locations we have 
right around Western Australia for movie production.  

I am very pleased to say that in just the last 12 months, seven feature films have been filmed in 
Western Australia. They will come out onto cinema screens and elsewhere over the next 12 months or so. The 
films include Jasper Jones, which was filmed in Pemberton. It is based on the bestselling Western Australian 
story by a Western Australian author, Craig Silvey. It was published in 2009. It is an excellent book. It was 
adapted into a stage production by the Barking Gecko Theatre Company about three years ago and there is now 
a screen production. It tells very important stories about race relations in the 1960s in Western Australia. It is 
a coming-of-age story, which I recommend that all members and the wider community of Western Australia see 
when it is on screens in the early part of next year. Over the last 12 months or so, the film of Tim Winton’s novel 
Breath was also filmed largely in Denmark on the south coast. Blue Dog has also been filmed in the Pilbara. 
I understand it is not exactly the sequel—in fact, I think it might be the prequel to Red Dog, which was 
outstandingly successful. These movies, which were all filmed in the last 12 months or so, build on other 
fantastic movies such as Bran Nue Dae and Red Dog, which were filmed in Western Australia in recent years. 

As far as CinéfestOZ is concerned, it is on this week up until the weekend. That has also been going from 
strength to strength. It is in its ninth year and it is certainly a credit to all those who have had the vision to 
establish a substantial regional film festival in Western Australia. It is strongly supported by the government 
through Tourism Western Australia and through regional development from the government’s royalties for 
regions fund, and also by ScreenWest, of course. For the filming of Jasper Jones, I also acknowledge the 
South West Development Commission’s contribution. Congratulations to all those who were involved. We are 
very keen to continue to support the arts more widely in Western Australia, and the screen industry in particular. 
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